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WEATHER FORECAST.
Falr to-day and to-morrow; moderate
temperature; moderate winds,

Highest temperature yesterday, 78; lowest, 62.
Detallod weather reports will be found on editorial page.
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ZR-2 FALLS IN FLAMES AT HULL, CARRYING 44 TO DEATH;
6 OFFICERS, 11 MEN OF AMERICAN CREW AMONG VIC TIMS;
HOBOKEN FIRE BURNS TWO PIERS, DAMAGES LEVIATHAN

5,795 BODIES OF WAR |

HEROES FINALLY SAVED

N. Y. Fireboats and the Newark De-
partment Help Fight Raging
Blaze as Hoboken People in
Terror Prepare to Flee

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SOON
ON JOB, AS PLOT IS SUSPECTED

Explosion Heard When Fire Breaks Out—|

Soldiers, W hose Barracks Burn, Aid Fight |
—Loss Probably $5,000,000— Part of
30,000 Rounds of Ammunition Go Up.

A fire of such rapidity and explosive origin that the Department m'.|
Justice began investigating it before it was two hours old destroyed Plers
b and 6 at Hoboken last night, scorched the great liner Leviathan and
threatened to consume 5,795 bodies of soldiers who died in overseas service.

For three hours it seemed certain that Pler 4, on which the bodies were |
Iying, was doomed. But it, like the Leviathan, escaped with a scorching
sufficient to necessitate extensive repairs. An army court of inquiry con-
venes in*Hoboken to-day to investigate the fire.

Three New York fire boats, the New Yorker, the Duane and the Will-
fam L. Strong, saved Hoboken, Before the fire had been raging an hour
the Hoboken Fire Department became impotent because its water pressure
failed. The Strong pumped water from the river to the land engines, Mean-
while, the Duane and the New Yorker deluged the Leviathan and Piers 4]’
and 7.

The United States Army barracks, located between Pleras 4 and G, were
demolished. There was nothing left of Piers & and 6 except twisted steel.
Both plers were empty. Including the structures and the army buildings,
the materinl loss probably will be about $5,000,000, The damage to the
Leviathan was estimated at about $100,000.

Twice the superstructure of the Leviathan was aflame. The fire boats
killed these blazes almost as quickly as they arose. The flag draped cof-
fins on Pler 4 were carried to the river end of the structure before the
blaze had gained great headway. Soldiers from the Thirteenth Infantry,
cccupying the destroyed barracks, and 400 volunteers moved the bodles
out of the danger zone.

Three Theories as to Origin of Hoboken Fire.

Three tficorfes concerning the origin were offared. One had it that
crossed electric wires or faulty insulation fn the tool house at the river
end of Pler 5 caused the blaze. Another was'that a tug was throwing hot
ashes on the pier. The third rumor was that some one threw a lghted
clgarette into a pile of rope near several cans of ofl.

But the stories told by the two watchmen, who, hearing the shouta ot
the soldiers, turned in the official alarm, caused J. F. Holmes of the New-
ark office of the Department of Justice to start an Investigation long be-
fore the fire was under control.

Col, F. P. Jackson of the Army Transport Service {s assisting Holmes
in the investigation. Just after 6:20 there was a puff of {lame on the river
end of Pier 5. McGee and Shine, the two watchmen on Pier 4, saw the flash
and then heard two soldiers yell. There wasg an extraordinary volume of
smoke at the very beginning. It was vrecisely 6:28 when the Hobokén Fire
Department recelved the call., Between the time the putf of flame wus
[irst seen and the turning in of the alarm-—no more than five minutes—
I"fer 5 was beyond saving. The fire inundated it.

So far as could be learned at a late hour. no life had been lost. As a
matter of fact, only three hospital cases were known. A Hoboken fireman—
James MclIntyre—was hit in the stomach by a flying hose nozzle and car-
r'ed to St. Mary’s Hospital. Mrs, Mary Kenny of 317 Washington street—
five blocks from the tire—had her arms burned when she tried to put out
o fire that was consuming an awning on her house, Sparks from the blaz-
ing army barracks had fallen on the awning. She was taken to the same
lospital. Fred Farrier, n member of the crew of the wrecking tug Chap-
man Brothers, was struck on the back by another flying nozzle. Ho was
brought to New York and sent to the Broad Street Hospital.

Army Transports Are Rescued by Tugs.

The Army Trangports Wheaton and Western Queen had been tied up
to Pler 4 and were there when the fire started. Immediately tugs fastened
to them and drew them out Into the river. Neither was even scorched.
irief]y, the damage was confined to the section bounded by Plers 6 and 4,
the river and River street.

Just south of Pier 4 stands the Steneck Trust Company bullding and
south of that the Post Office. From the former cash and paper were re-
moved in automobiles, on which detectives rode. Trucks removed the mail
{rom the latter. Across River street from the blazing army barracks are
& great variety of warehouses, foundries, laundries and the like. It seemed
certain that these were doomed, for sparks and embers fell upon thelr
roofs in heavier volume than rain ever did. But under the direction of Dep-
uty Chiet Worth of the New York Flre Department the Hoboken firemen
manned the roofs and devoted themselves to keoping the conflagration con-
fined to the two plers and the army barracks,

Plers b and 6 formerly were known as 1 and 2 and were the property
ot the Hamburg-American line. The former was all but abandoned by the
(jovernment preparatory to turning it over to a Greek steamship corpora-
tion. Pler 6 was little better,

A strong breeze was blowing in from the river as the fire gained. Pler
5. which is older and more fragile than its neighbors, was licked up by the

fire as though it had been flooded with kerosene. The soldiera reported
that halt of it was burning before they had found Capt. Wilbur of the Thir- |
teenth Infantry and officer of the day,

Before Hoboken's fire apparatus had unlimbered {ts hose Pler & was |
doomed. The wind shifted toward the north. In an incredibly short space
of time the roof of Pier ¢ was burning, and here, too, it seemed as though
the plage haf been prepared for fire. Despite all this, there was no hint
of incendlarism,. At least there was nothing to substantiate such hint.

Crowds Pour From Tubes as Fire Rages.

Out of the Hudson and Manhattan tube station and from north on
River street after work crowds were pouring. Major Garrison, command-
ing the two companies of infantry stationed In the barracks lying between
Piers 4 and 6, acted long hefore the police sized up the situation. He had
his two companies—C and D—earrving their own stufl out of the barracks,
which were blazing just as snoon as tha fire reached the shore end of Pler 6.

Then they ran down Pler 4, on which the transport Wheaton had de
posited the bodies of the soldiers who died in overseas service. They
earrled a few of the bodies across River gtreet to varlous warehouses and
other business structures thereon and lined up the rest of the coffins in a
guanner thot would make It eagier to carry them out, But before the
carrying squads could get any conslderable number of the bodies away
from the throatened pler the barracks and the storehouses comprising the
army station were burning o flercely (bat they were cut offl by a solld

Continued on Fourth Page.

| New York fireboats

Three Dead Officers and Crew of the Dirigible ZR-2
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Left to Right—Lieut. Commander V. N. Bieg, U. S, N.; Commander L. H. Maxfield, U. 5. N., senior American officer on the airship, and

Lieut. Henry W. Hoyt, U, S. N.

Amtnun navy men who werc to form the crew that was to bﬂn. Ilu ZR 2 across tha Atlantic are lhuwn donmn[ thmr !'Iym‘ clothes.

FIRE FIGHT GUIDED @‘5

OVER POLIGE RADIO

NAP OF GIRDERS, BLOWUP,
NOSE DIVE, SAYS SURVIVORl

| Briton Takes to Parachute, Lands With Two Others

Wireless Message Rushes Fire-

bhoats in Time to 8
Water Pressare.

Save

FIRST EMERGENCY TRIAL

Marine Divislon Patrol Boat
Receives Orders and Relays
by Megaphone.

For the first time sinco the wir olv“| controls on the ship were being teutcd| s

became an Instrument of communlea- |
tlon for tha Police Department it ludd

an opportunity during the Hoboken |

pler fAre last night to perform a real
surviee In an emergency. Over the in-
struments located high up in the
headquarters bullding, in Centre Mar-
ket place, went messages to the police
patrol hoat Jolin ¥. Hylan, the wire-
less station acting as a relay belween
the Hoboken police and Inspector
James W. Hallock, who was on the
patrol.
the messages, some of them vital,
megaphoned from the patrol to the
firehoats Strong, New TYorker and
Duane,

While the fire was still beyond con-
tral and the Heboken firemen were

trylng to hold it in check from ““l“'"r.at\r:n|1"‘

goveral hundred fest from the plers, tl'l!'

wanter pressiure suddenly gave out nr-d | members of the crew of the ZR-2, who|

the engines were unable to throw the|
powerful streams that were needed,
The flames began to creep back to-|
ward the clty and for p few minutes
the firemen wore at a loss, There was
no way of getting word out to the
that they were
needed inshore to operate as pumping
stations for land Ilines. Some one)|

 thought of the wireless set at New |

York Police Headguarters and the Ho-
boken police department qulckly com- |
municated with Assistant Chief Joe
Martin of the New York Fire Depart-
ment, asking him to have his boats
ordered to the ferry terminal nearest
to the army piers.

Thin messnge wan telephonad by Chief | 44 4.,

Martin to the radio statlon at headquar- |
ters, Pollceman Mlichnels, who whs on
duty as eperator during the fire, re-

Inspector Hallock in turn had |

in Humber—U. S. Men Start on Trip With-

out Fear, but Prepared for Accidents.

Loxpox, Aug. 24.—Harry Bnterrmn]
of Halifax, one of the physical labora- |

Jory asslstants on the ZR-2, talkins!

to the correspondent of the Daily Mail|
at Hull after tha disaster, sald:
"l was seated in the tall of the|
ZR-2. Bhe first flew over the North|
Sea and toward Pulham. She wul!
In perfect flying conditlon until 5:3o|
o'clock this evening, at which time the |
while the vessel was proceeding u*i
high speed, [
"I assume that a girder broke amid- |
ships. After a few short shocks thﬂl
ship began to fall and the petrol tﬂ.nl&l
exploded. 1 saw smoke afterward up
forward about the ship, which began
to fall, noze downwird, toward thr‘.
Humber, |

| rorrespondent found Brig

“Immedlately after the explosion 1T/
was thrown inte the cockpit at the
tall of the ship. I then attached my-
self to & parachute and jumped over-
bourd. The rope of the : parachute
however, had caught in some wires
and I was unable to extricate myself, |
Shortly afterward, with twe other per-
song, 1 was picked up from the water
by a barge and taken to the police

Ernest Davies, one of the British|

|
| was saved, {0 an interview with the
London Times st Hull sald;

“We had a terrible time. Tt was all |
over In o moment. The petrol tanks|
|exploded and volumes of smole and|
| fire lasued from the ship,

“ome of the men Jumped, but 1|
stuck to the ship and went down mn.-
| the stern section, which struck a sand
| bank from which T waas rescued.

o of the poor fellows lind
chance whatever, cspecially those In
the control car.”

ome

By the Assomated Preas,

Howoex, England, Aug. 24.—Convyer-
sutions betwesn the Amerlean officors |
fore they hoarded the ZR-2 here
vesterday morning for the flight nhi-‘h'
had such disastrous results Indicated

peated it Immediately to  Pollcemnn | yjine not one of them had the slightest |

Ward, radio operator on ths John F
Hylan. When it was recelved there In-
spector Hallock had (t repeated by
megaphone to the commanders of the
nearest firsboats, and ons of them made
for tha Delaware, Lackawanna and
Wektern ferey sllp. The fireboat tied
up thers and became a pumping statlon
for more than a dozen hose lnes and

ContMnued on Fourth IFage.

|

Iden that an accldent was likely to be|
met with during the alr vovage.

“Are any of you ever troubled with
thoughta of Leing wrecked?" the cor
respondent of the Assoclated Preasn
asked Licut. Marcus H, Esterly, radlo
officer, of Washington, just before hn
emnbarked.

"We are not worried,"”

L

replied Ester-

| Maltland,
| strolling under the mammath alreraft

| the hangar by her party

ail the same. wo have
and made all prepara
against every emergency, |

“The others tease me of bLeing tno

1y, “but,
nhend

gone

tions

i fearful of accident. But I have ﬂgurrdl

that it was best to get ready for any-
thing that might happen, and then if
the worst comes we ought to have nt|

| Irast a fighting chance.”

The officer told how he had n::FMI
p an emergency radlo set to be car-

¢d up 260 feet by means of a bal-
lnon, &0 that help could ba summoned
ZR-2 were dlsabled in mid-|

| if the
Atlantie,

Licut, Esterly Indicated that the pﬂ‘_'-f
sibility of serfous troubin occurring
i during the trial flights had not been
thought of by the Americans,

Before the fateful flight started L1m|
-Gen. F. M.|
Ajr Marshal,

the British
in the hangar while she was botng|
made what was termed “air lght"
meaning the discharge of sufficlent bal-|
last to make the weight of the gn-.1t|

gas bag nil. |

“WNow she le light as a feather” |
remarked Gen. Maltland as this stage |
of the preparations was concluded, |

With evident pride, the General enu- |

mernted the pointa of excellence in the
craft, which, he remarked, “ls the |
crontost  improvement on  ballnons,

with which T started experiments in |
peronanties thirty years agn." |
js beautiful,” he declared as

“Bhe |
enormous hulk was cleared fr"mi
]
|

| the
of 800 at-
tendants. He walted until the alx |

motors had been tested and the ship's

signal bells tried out by Licut. Wann, |
the British commander of the aircraft
“atiefled that all was well, Gen, Malt

with a cheady good-by und a “1
vill see you I Pulham,” climbed up
ladder and disappeared the
| great, silvery ahell,

A moment later Commander Louis I
\fnv.ﬁll'l, U. 8. N., was boosted up into
the eontrol car alenesida Licut, Wann.

Mra, Maxfield, with her daughter,
Mrs, Harry T. Page, saw her husband
from the ‘droms and

land,

the in

mall away LB

| ehanged waves of hands with him a

the dlrigible aseended. Mra, Coll, wif

| of Lisutenant-Cammander Emery Coll

1. 8 N, executive ofMcer, alra was

present to hid farewel] to her husband
~ln- {n nn In;:llh woman.

Th- blﬂ wrl

ars WHITLNG P‘?‘m o

Muost

| MENEY W.

I MARCUS H,

17 AMERICAN DEAD
ON GASUALTY ROLL

Them Leave Widows|
in England to
Mourn Air Aceident.

ere or
lir 1

ORITISH

Air Commodore Maitland

Among Group of Experienced
Men Aboard Dirigible.

Speclal Cable ta Tam New Youx Hemarp
Copyripght, 1927, by Tuw New Youx Hmsaro.
New York Flernld Barean, |
Lendon, Aug. 24.
Here is a list of the seventeen Amor-

| icans who were Jost on the ZR-2:

L. H. MAXFIELD, commander,
U. 8. N, 47, of 8t. Paul. His wife, Mrs,
Harriott ' Page Maxfleld, and two

daughters are residing at Brough, near|

Howden. He entered naval aviation in
1914 and was a veteran seaplane plilot. |
He was In command of the naval alr
gtation at IPalmboeuf, Franoe, and re-
crived the Cross of the Legion of
lfnnnr and the United States Navy
‘ross, although he was in no war en-
gagement,

EMORY W. CO1L, Lisutenant-Com-|
mander, 32, of Westboro, Mass. 1«
Ieaves a wife, Mra, May Edith Coll

VALENTINE N. BIEG, Lisutepnant-
Commander, 10, of Alexandria, Va

He loavés n wife, Mre, Allen Bleg

did destroyer duty at Queenstown in

the war,

HOYT, Lisutenant, 31, of
Eoven Onks, Fla.

CHARLES G. LITTLE, Llsutenant, 18,
of Newburyport, Mass. His wifa was

. O

Misn Joy Bright of Wildwood, X, J, |

in October,
Bho is

who went to Yorkshire
1620, to be married to him.
Hving In Yorkshire.
ESTERLY, Lieutenant,
Columblann, Ohlo Leavos
Mra, Martha Estoerly
I. ALLER, vigger, 33,
'ol, ;: on foreign duty.
NROBERT M COONS,
years old, Owenabotra,
B CROWL,
Warnm, Ind.
Crowl.
J. T. HANCOCK,
Mich,
WILLIAM JULIUE, machinist, Rre
dalla, Mo. Leavea wife, Mrs. Laura
Julius,
on August 1 in Workshire,

30,
of hia
wife,

of

0

Deanver,
machiniet, 28
Ky

machinist, 29,
Leaven wife, Mra.

5

machinlst, 31, Shields,

B M. LAY, rvigger, 13, Birmingham,
A i Served in the Mexlocan cam-
palgn. Leaves a wife, Mrs, Mabsl
vy,

A I. LOFTIN, machinist, “l Years old,

ke Chavies, La,

A. D PETTIT, rigger, 81, Dickena City,
Texas, Leaves wife, Mra. Margaret

Continued on Third Page.
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OFFICERS LOST|
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Minnle |

A Anughter was born to them |

‘AIRSHIP BREAKS IN TWO
WITH TWO EXPLOSIONS

Thousands Witness Tragedy 1,000
Feet Over City of Hull, England,and
Rapid Plunge of Fire Wreathed
Ruins Into the Humber River

COMMANDER STEERS SHIP OVER
WATER, AVERTS NEW DISASTER

Engines Are Kept Roaring to Get Away From
the Town Before the Final Crash—
Some of the Crew Leap Into
Space but Die in Water

Byecial Cable to Tre New York Hensn. Copyright, 1021, by Tim New ToxE HEsiLn

Huiwr, England, Auz. 24— The giant dirigible ZR-2, while flying over
‘the heart of this eity G6:30 this evening, burst into flames, bucked and
| broke in two in mnleln Tnen, after two terrifying explosions which shook
| Hull, she dropped into the River Humber and forty-four of the forty-nine
| persons ahoard went to their deaths. All of the Americans, six officers and
eleven men, were lost.

As in all great tragedies of the sea and the air, there was in the loss
of the ZI1-2 a thrilling and outstanding display of heroism. The airship
|ma.ught fire when she was directly over the centre of this populous littlie
city and while the entire population, with eyes strained upward, stood
admiring her. Had she fallen in the city, the havoc there would have been
greater and more horrible than anything Zeppelin ever wrought in Hull
or any other town,

But Commander Wann, with the great airship cracking in two and

with the flames creeping ever nearer the fourteen great bags filled with

| hydrogen gas, opened wide the throttles of the six great engines of the .
dirigible and hurled the erippled monster in the River Humber shallows,
o scant 200 vards from the pler line.

Imprisoned in a burning gauzy bird cage a mile in the air and which
n o few seconds was trausformed into a veritable hell, the men aboard the
airship had little chance to escape. Those who did escape leaped through
the trape in the main floor of the car and by the use of parachutes, which
were attached to each alrman's shoulders, landed safely.

The heroic conduct of the commander is held here to be beyond aill
praise. When he was faced with the catastrophe he bravely steered the
burning ship toward the river, If he had wavered or lost his presence of
mind it would have descended on the old town and probably have practically
tald it In ruins. Commander Wann accomplished a magnificent deed.

The tide rose rapidly after the fall of the alrship and at dark to-night
every part of {t was submerged.

The wreck of the ZR-2 was a terrifying scene. About 5:50 o'clock
this afternoon, the airship, flying about 1,000 feet up, was first seen here.
She was salling gracefully over the west central district of the city. The
gky was beautiful and there was scarcely a vestige of a breeze, She was
ssen to shake and then her nose dipped. A puff of smoke arose from her
pbow. This was followed by a spurt of flame. Thousands looked aghast at
the sight in the sky. Cries were heard:

“She bhas cut in two!"

. This was true, but what bad caused [t It was impossible to imagine. A

1;»‘.\'. miet seemed to hang about her. In fact, the atmosphere immediately
| became so hazy that the fire aboard the gient of the alr was not the strik-
| ing note of the spectacie.

Then &ix columns of emoke poured from the ship.

Wwomen screamed, Both men and women rushed to sheller, behaving
iust as they did during Zeppelin raids on Hull in the world war,

It seemed that just before the explosion aboard the ZR-2 she turned in
a southerly direction. No doubt the captain of the airship, realizing th.
danger, turned toward the Humber.

Leap From Burning Mass to Their Death,

Then this {8 what happened:

The airship took a course In line with the commercial road across ths
bridge, and the two halves of the dirigible, crumbling, shattered gnd blaz-
ing, dropped into the river midway between the plers and New Holland, on
the Lincolnshire shore.

Eyewlinesses saw men leap from the bhurning mass, turning over he-
fore they plunged into the water. It appears that only a few parachutas
wera used.

About a quarter of a mile separated the two halves of the airship
when they dropped into midstream. From the plers they looked like great
white marquees flopping on the surface, The half which was further away,
opposite the Riverside quay, blazed on the water for some time,

The whole thing lasted only five or six minutes

Soon after the shattered ajrship struck the water all sorts ol tugs
l_.l-.-l boats put off to render what assistance they could. Tens of thonsands
Vof persons focked to the plers. Hundreds of convevafices from all parta
| of the city drove to the riverside and motor and horse drawn ambulances
| were rushed there.

[ About fifteen minutes after the ZR-Z fell to the river the few survivors
|
|
|
|

were brought ashore. As they came from the Victoria pler into Neptune
street the silent, surging crowd ralsed a cheer. The people had scemed;
stupefied by the horror of the tragedy and they sought this vent for thelir’
feclings.

Three men from the wreck, including Commander Wann, were taken
to the Royal Infirmary, where they were attended by The physi-
| rlans report that Commander Wann's condition is extremely grave. He was |
| badly Injured about the head.

Lieut. ;. W. Little died soon after he reached the hospital.

A third member of the crew, named Davis, probably will recover.

Plate glass windows in a score of shops In Hull were shattered by the
forece of the explosion. Many houses show considerable damage.

Steered Burning Craft Away From City.

Tar New Yonk Hesarp correspondent {8 informed that the airship had
boen in the alr thirty-four houra and on the way to Howden when the
crash came,

I The city tonight is throbbing with excitement as gangs of men are
clearing the broken wreckage and hroken glass from the main streets and
hoarding the windows that were pmashed,

The bodies which already have heen taken to the
fled include Lieut. Marcus Esterly, U, 5. N,
Royal Flying Corps.

Several people who witnessed the disaster say that four parachutes
but If thia Is correct the men who descended In this manner
A Mr. Ellls of the Minerva Hotel wan on n tug off the
pler when the explosion occurred. THe says that the shock was severely

fnll on the river,

Twa water men who have heen :
aehore. They say there cannot have
ane body was visible when they left and ft was inextricable, The ¢ide rose

| rapidly and at 8:20 o'clock every vestige of the airship had been obliterated.
Crowds lingered along the waterfront until dark, although all that

i

doctors.,

WHS

mortuary and ident!t.
and Capt. Monutague of the

were ysed,
wera not saved,

hing the
heen more

nare wreckage have just come

Only

than five survivors,
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